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Introduction :

The Department of Mining Engineering, SoET (Bhubaneswar
Campus), CUTM, Odisha, successfully hosted an expert talk on “Occupational Health
and Safety in Opencast Mines” on 12th February 2025. Held at the Seminar Hall,
Aryabhatta Building, the session featured Dr. Bijay Mihir Kunar, Associate Professor
at NITK Surathkal. The event highlighted key safety measures, challenges, and best
practices in opencast mining. It provided valuable insights for students, researchers, and
professionals, fostering awareness and discussions on improving safety standards in the
mining sector. The session was an enriching experience for all attendees.
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Deliberation on the Session :

The expert talk provided a comprehensive understanding of safety

challenges and measures in opencast mining. The session, led by Dr. Bijay Mihir Kunar,
Associate Professor at NITK Surathkal, covered crucial aspects of occupational health,
risk management, and safety regulations.
Dr. Kunar highlighted the hazardous working conditions in opencast mines, emphasizing
the need for strict adherence to safety protocols. He discussed various safety measures,
including advanced monitoring technologies, automation in mining operations, and the
importance of personal protective equipment (PPE).



Additionally, he elaborated on occupational health risks, such as respiratory diseases, noise
pollution, and ergonomic issues, stressing preventive measures and regular medical check-
ups for workers.

The session was interactive, allowing students and faculty to engage in discussions and
seek expert guidance. Dr. Kunar also shared case studies of successful safety
implementations, providing a practical perspective on improving health and safety
standards in mining operations.

Highlights of the Session :

» Expert Insights: Dr. Bijay Mihir Kunar discussed key safety challenges in opencast
mining.

» Workplace Hazards: Emphasis on risk management, accident prevention, and
regulatory compliance.

 Safety Technologies: Overview of automation, real-time monitoring, and PPE.

» Health Risks: Discussion on respiratory diseases, noise pollution, and ergonomic
ISsues.

* Interactive Discussions: Engaging Q&A session with students and faculty.

» Case Studies: Real-world examples of successful safety implementations.

» Career Awareness: Insights into opportunities in mine safety and health management.

Outcomes of the Session :

The expert talk on “Occupational Health and Safety in Opencast Mines”

provided the following key outcomes:

* Enhanced Awareness: Participants gained a deeper understanding of occupational
health risks, safety regulations, and hazard management in opencast mining.

* Practical Insights: Real-world case studies and examples offered practical knowledge
of safety implementation and best practices.

» Career Guidance: The session highlighted career opportunities in mine safety and
health management.

» Technological Awareness: Attendees learned about modern safety technologies,
including automation and real-time monitoring.

» Sustainability Focus: Emphasis was placed on adopting sustainable and ethical

mining practices to ensure long-term worker safety and environmental responsibility.



Feedback from Participants :

Participants found the session highly informative and engaging. Students
appreciated the real-world case studies and practical insights shared by Dr. Bijay Mihir
Kunar. Faculty members praised the discussion for bridging the gap between theory
and industry practices. The interactive format allowed for meaningful discussions on
safety regulations and emerging technologies. Many attendees expressed interest in
more such sessions on advanced mining safety topics. Overall, the session was well-
received and helped foster a stronger safety culture among future mining professionals.
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